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Since the last newsletter, To The River has been focussed on community engagement
work, and has included knitting, printmaking, an instagram campaign and work towards
the public artwork that will complete the project.
Knit for the river
The river Cam is regularly inspected by various authorities to monitor the conditions of
the riverbanks and surrounding land. Where erosion of damage has occurred, a programme of maintenance is carried out and including the shoring up of riverbanks using
coir rolls impregnated with native plants. The coir is staked in place and over time degrades to become part of the ground, allowing the plants to flourish and stabilise the
riverbank.
Inspired by the historical connections of the river Cam to textiles, for example, clothes
washing at Laundress Green, textiles trade at Cambridge fairs and the traditional textiles

created as boat decorations (including knitted covers for horses’s ears!), members of the
Cambridge community are invited to Knit for the River – knitting squares of organic,
undyed wool which will be fixed onto the coir rolls. The target is for 1000 squares, and at
the time of writing, members of Trumpington Stitchers, Grantchester Quilters, Dunston
House Knitting Group, Women’s Aid, staﬀ and volunteers from the Museum of Cambridge
and others who have attended open Knit for the River events are busy knitting stocking
stitch squares. For the more experienced knitters, a cable pattern (locally called Water
Cable) will form a long ‘water line’ at the top of the knitted panels. Development towards
Knit for the River is being undertaken in conjunction with the biodiversity department at
Cambridge City Council. Installation of the knitted squares is planned for sections of the
river near Trumpington (Byrons Pool). Discussion with the Cam Conservators has highlighted that a project of regeneration work near Bottisham Lock scheduled for Autumn
2019 may be a suitable second location for the work, and installation would be carried
out in partnership with the Conservators.
Knit for the River open events continue through to mid August 2019. For information
on these events or to collect a Knit for the River pack, please see https://totheriver.info/
events/ or contact Caroline Wright on carolinejwright@btinternet.com

Knitting for the River - public knitting event on Grantchester Meadows

#what colour is the river?
In an age when snapping photos is an everyday, commonplace action, how often do we
give time to stop, look and think about our surroundings by using all our senses. In walking the length of the river Cam, I have observed the public (and I include myself in this)
capturing the river on their smartphones. The mobility of the smartphone as a device for
recording aﬀords us a method to consume our surroundings where the taking of the image can be more about the moment of looking mediated by the screen, as it is experiencing through direct sight. Research by Matthews and Pierce shows how smartphones
have added to the way we consume place and situation. They note that capturing images
on the move increases the way we perform in our surroundings as we position and re-position to select the photographs we wish to take. The photograph taken on a smartphone
creates an alternative spectacle that competes with the actual subject, but under diﬀerent conditions – in this way a picture of the river Cam distracts us from the actual river
itself and all the multi sensory experiences it can oﬀer. Capturing an image of the water
of the river Cam fixes it at a moment in time, arresting all the infinite conditions. Asking
what colour is the river, although a simple question, is a seemingly impossible task. Photographs of the river water using a smartphone, and sharing on social media platforms
attempts to determine enough information from which to consider the question; an arrested moment oﬀering a frozen palette.
After considering this for myself, I would now like to widen the campaign, by inviting the
public to get involved by taking river photos, tagging them with #whatcolouristheriver
To view a selection of the images shared to date in the instagram series What Colour is
the River, please visit https://totheriver.info/journal/

Gwen Raverat's River
Artist Gwen Raverat lived in Cambridge for much of her life and generated a body of work
that includes a number of wood engravings of the river Cam. Taking these works as a
starting point, I have compiled a research document that pinpoints (as far as possible) the
positions Raverat worked from to capture the subject. This has revealed a visual marker
of physical changes to certain parts of the city of Cambridge as well as exposing some
peculiarities, for example, Raverat’s print entitled “Winter/Back of the Mill” depicts the mill
in reverse, possibly due to either the use of photographic negatives or could be attributed
directly to the printing process which reverses images through the transfer from plate to
printing surface.

The document will be a starting point for work with students from Anglia Ruskin University who are developing their own responses to Raverat, her work, life and the geographical
features of the river Cam. To date, students have expressed interest in Raverat’s position
as a working woman artist, as a Cambridge resident, and as a chronicler of social and
geographical history. There is much scope for the artworks that are being developed to be
made public and further reasearch is being undertaken. If you are interested in Gwen Raverat
and would like to know more please contact Caroline Wright on carolinejwright@btinternet.com
Looking Forward
Community Engagement work thus far, which includes the above initiatives and an earlier
community work entitled Flow, are part of the research process towards a concept proposal for a permanent artwork, which will be presented to the public when it has been further developed.
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To The River is a public art commission to promote and celebrate the story of the River Cam in
Cambridge. Artist Caroline Wright will be working to uncover stories, facts and unusual aspects of
the river alongside conducting research into the relationship of the river to the foundation of Cambridge as a city, in terms of its social, economic, geographical, historic and ecological impact, and
culminating in a responsive, site specific work of public art for the city.
To The River newsletter draw together selected aspects from the project

