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Welcome to the first newsletter for To The River, a public art commission to promote 
and celebrate the story of the River Cam in Cambridge. Artist Caroline Wright  
will be working to uncover stories, facts and unusual aspects of the river alongside 
conducting research into the relationship of the river to the foundation of Cambridge 
as a city, in terms of its social, economic, geographical, historic and ecological  
impact, and culminating in a responsive, site specific work of public art for the city. 

To The River newsletters draw together selected aspects of the project.  



Conversations, meetings and drawings 

Conversations and meetings have been held with the many and varied communities 
and groups associated and interested in the River Cam and their time and generosity is 
appreciated. These have revealed the extent to which the river is embedded in the 
Cambridge community. Flowing through some of the most iconic areas of the city, the 
river attracts walkers, tourists, cyclists, rowers, punters, swimmers and many others. 

Some examples of To The River project meetings include those with the Camboaters, 
a community of people brought together through living on the river in the narrow-
boats, who continue the traditional use of the river as a place of residence, with The 
Wildlife Trust to learn about their work on the river as habitat, and with Rachel Vey-
sey of Cambridge City Council, who works on sustainable drainage systems. The 
main purpose of which is to mimic the natural drainage of the site before any devel-
opment commences. Cambridge has been given two awards for sustainable drainage 
design and adoption guides. 

The River Cam is home to the ChYpPS (Children 
and Young People’s Participation Service) nar-
rowboat, a bright pillar box red vessel that is used 
as a base for the groups’ work with children and 
young people of all ages across the city. The ser-
vice organises activities in local neighbourhoods 
in response to need both on land and on the river. 
Caroline Wright joined the ChYpPS staff for some 
of their late summer workshops and spent time 
with families talking about what the river means 
to them. Some families thought about what was in 
and on the river, making some colourful drawings. 

A walk along the river and around the city with 
Caroline Biggs, Creative Director of Cambridge 
History Festival, revealed the relationship between industry of the past and the river, 
notably in the area where Bridge Street meets Magdalene Street. Evidence of the old 
brewery can be seen in the buildings behind the Pickerel Inn, which years ago would 
have been one of several drinking houses in this particular area. Barges brought grain 
for the brewing industry into the city by river, boats also carrying stone for the Col-
lege and University buildings and goods for the Midsummer Fair.  

The artist Gwen Raverat (1885 – 1957), granddaughter of Charles Darwin and mem-
ber of the Bloomsbury Group was born in Cambridge and throughout her life, depic-
ted the river Cam in paintings and prints. Locally, her work is held in the New Hall 
Art Collection housed at Murray Edwards College and in the Fitzwilliam Museum, 
Cambridge. Raverat’s work uses compositional devices to draw the viewer into the 
scene, often depicting the river Cam sweeping into and out of the frame to enhance 
the sense of flow and space. 



Gwen Raverat’s work was studied by artist students from Rowan (http://www.rowan-
humberstone.co.uk) who in response, created their own body of work about the river, 
including decorated clay tiles, prints, woven textiles and paintings, that depicted the 
historical, social and technological aspect of the river.  

Temporary Event 
In September 2018 the first residency event for To The River took place. In a piece 
called FLOW, a small container of river water, drawn next to Baits Bite Lock was en-
cased inside a bright pink flotation vessel and taken by volunteers from Cambridge 
via Eco boat, by running, rowing boat, kayak, narrowboat, bicycle, walking, paddle-

board, swimming and by punt, upstream to Byrons 
Pool, near Trumpington, where it was replaced into the 
river. The weather was kind and over the course of the 
day 81 people, children, adults, a baby (and a dog) took 
part in the work, and a further 430 people connected 
with the piece in different ways, for example, support-
ing participants, asking questions and watching the 
progress of the cargo. FLOW was welcomed as part of 
the programme for a new Cambridge Festival entitled 
In Your Way which spread out across the city over a 
single weekend. 

 
Above and right:  
People taking part in FLOW 

Website 
To The River is represented by a newly launched project website. The website will be 
a repository for river related information and document the progress of the project, 
including a list of  useful and interesting resources, river events and research notes.  
The website will list the many groups related to or who have done work on the river 
Cam. The Cam Conservators, the Cam Valley Forum, the Camboaters, Trumpington 
Local History Group and Rowan are examples. 
The site can be found here:   https://totheriver.info.    
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